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This advisory is being issued to remind counties that it is necessary to collect soil and 
root samples for laboratory examination of nematodes from all incoming shipments 
originating from burrowing and reniform nematode (BNRN) infested states as well as 
tropical and subtropical countries where conditions may be ideal for the nematodes. This 
necessity is emphasized here since infestations of burrowing and reniform nematodes 
detected in California nurseries have been repeatedly traced to subtropical ornamental 
plants or unrooted cuttings secured from shipping points outside of the infested area, and 
from samples taken from certified shipments originating within the infested states and 
countries.  Properly certified nursery stock shipments originating from BNRN regulated 
areas and on hold by county inspectors pending laboratory analysis of associated pests 
that were visibly detected and sampled from the shipments, should also be sampled for 
nematodes. In such a situation, nematode sampling and diagnosis is critical prior to a 
consideration to release the nursery stock shipment to its destination after removal of the 
visibly-detected pests.    
 
To protect California crops and nurseries from serious losses, it is necessary that samples 
for laboratory examination of nematodes be collected from all incoming shipments from 
regulated areas, and tropical and subtropical countries where conditions may be ideal for 
nematodes. Plants, rooted cuttings, unrooted cuttings, or cane sections should be 
sampled according to the nematode sampling protocol in State Exterior Quarantine for 
burrowing and reniform nematode, California Code of Regulations, Section 3271 
(Appendix C).  
 
For questions regarding this advisory, contact John Chitambar at (916) 654-0312 or by 
email at john.chitambar@cdfa.ca.gov. 
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